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WEEK 4
The 2018 Nebraska Senate Series: “Good God: Give Us Good Government!”

Mighty Monarchs or Public Servants?
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The Divine Right of Kings. How did so many kings in Europe, like the
above King James I of England,? go so wrong with that concept—believing
their decisions, accountability, and rulership were “divine”? They misunderstood
the Bible. They over-elevated themselves and overstated their roles when they
read Romans 13:4 (“/a civil authority] is a minister of God”) and Psalm 82:6
(“[God] said, ‘You [rulers] are gods (small g).””).

In like fashion, Proverbs 16:10 says “A divine decision is in the lips of the king;
His mouth should not err in judgment.” Many mighty monarchs read the verse
not as should not but as never does err in judgment. A responsible study of the
history of the kings of all nations and the kings in the Bible could have dissolved
such a “royal” error. A Divine appointment does not make the appointee divine!

As a Senator, what does the Bible say about your status in your service for God?
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. . Gauthier, V.D.M
2 A dual European monarch, he was also King James VI of Scotland; he authorized the 1611 translation of the King James Bible.

Weekly Bible Study During the 105" Legislature’s Second Session
SENATORS: 6:45-8:00 am; Wednesdays, Room #2108 (Watermeier). Hot Breakfast Served.
STAFF: Noon; Wednesdays, Room 1306 (Sen. Halloran). Catered Lunch & BYOBrownBag.




VERSE OF THE WEEK

Mark 10:42-43
“You know t

who are recognized as
rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them and
their great men exercise
authority over
them.*3But it isnot this
way among yal.”

Mighty Monarchs or Public Servants?

I. THE ASSIGNMENT OF
PUBLIC SERVANTS

Government is God’s idea and a
very good idea at that. Human
governments are based on the
reality of the government of God
Himself as He rules and reigns over
all of creation and as the KING of
All Nations. God has assigned, for
the sake of mankind, the institution
of government.

God has instituted individual self-
government (a core necessity in any
republic). He has instituted family
government with the husband in
loving authority in marriage. The
natural parents are in a dual
authority of love over their children.
Church government has been
ordained by God with pastors and
elders giving watch over the souls of
those entrusted to them. Pastors are
not to fleece the flock, but to serve
the flock as caring shepherds.

There is no realm of authority that
God has not established, but:

OUR CONCERN IN THIS SERIES IS
CIVIL GOVERNMENT . AS SUCH,
OUR PRAYER IS “GOOD GOD:
GIVE US GOOD GOVERNMENT!”

A Civil governments can make or
break a culture.

Romans 13:1

Every person is to be in
subjection to the governing
authorities.  For there is no
authority except from God, and
those which exist are
established by God.

Romans 13:1 reminds us that civil
government authority (generally) is
God’s idea. We should ask
(specifically) what kind of civil
government leaders does God
desire to have an office? Note this:

Romans 13:4 (emphasis mine)
For [civil government] isa
minister of God to you for_

good.

“For good” is a purpose clause.
When a civil government is serving
the public for the purpose of good
(“good” as God defines it in the
Bible), they are serving God’s
intended purpose.

CIVIL LEADERS ARE SERVANTS
OF GOD ESPECIALLY WHEN
THEY SERVE THE PUBLIC “FOR
GOOD” AS BIBLICALLY DEFINED.

A In Week 1, we looked at a key
passage about rulers. 1 Peter 2:13 ,
below, speaks of governments as
“human institutions.”

Submit yourselves for the

Lordds sake to ev
institution, whether to a king
as the one in authority 40r to

governors as sent by him for
the punishment of evildoers
and the praise of those who do
right.

The word human is an adjective
better translated as “for humans”
from the inspired Greek N.T. word
anthroopinee @ ¢ [ m b)o God has
instituted His five institutions for
the sake of humans. This parallels
Jesus’ idea of man not made for the
sake of the Sabbath, but the
Sabbath for the sake of man. > We
glean more about God’s specific will
that rulers be public servants as we
observe Jesus’ words to His
disciples in Mark 10:4 2 & 44 :

Those who are recognized as
rulers of the Gentiles lord it

over them; and their great men
exercise authority over them....
44(W) hoever wishes to be first
among you shall be slave of all

Being a public servant is God’s will—
a divine assignment for civil rulers.

II. PAYCHECKS FOR PUBLIC
SERVANTS

We pay for services. Workers are
worthy of their hire. Question: how,
then, are civil servants to be paid?
Answer: with the T-word: our taxes.

hu
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Rulers serve God as He intended
them to when they punish evil and
promote good for the public. As
such, they are servant-leaders. The
Lord says they should be paid for
their time and work as His servants.

Romans 13:6

For because of this you also
pay taxes, for rulers are
servants of God, devoting
themselves to this very thing.

New International Version (NIV):
This is also why you pay taxes,
for the authoriti
servants, who give their full

time to governing.

Paychecks for public servants come
from taxation which is, historically,
the mode through which the world’s
governments have been financed.
However, taxation can be abused.

THE INTOXICATION OF POWER,
PRIDE, PERSONAL GREED,
FLAWED PRIORITIZATION, AND
SHEER WASTEFULNESS ARE THE
CLASSIC ROOT CAUSES OF
OVER-TAXATION.

A You probably know that the Bible
gives the report of how the 12 tribes
of the United Kingdom of Israel
split into a Divided Kingdom of two
nations with two capitals. Do you
know the split’s root cause? It was
over taxation due to greedy pride.

King Solomon’s son (and King
David’s grandson) was Rehoboam.
On the cusp of coronation, he was
confronted with the crippling
taxation of Solomon his father. The
Israelites pled for a lighter tax load.
Rehoboam held a three-day tax
summit. He could have listened to
the wisdom of Israel’s elders who
advised him to lighten his future
subjects’ tax burden and win their
hearts, but Rehoboam listened to
his young, arrogant contemporaries
parroting this famous bad advice:

1 Samuel 12:14

AMy father made vy
heavy, but I will add to your

yoke; my father disciplined

you with whips, but I will
discipline you with
scor pi e8ostheking did

not listen to the people

A When his subjects pled for lower
taxes, the king boosted their tax
load to a swollen, exorbitant rate!
He did not win their hearts but
instead split a nation. Like pre-Civil
War America, Israel split into North
and South. The Northern Kingdom
(with its ten tribes) kept the name
Israel, adding a new capital in

e Samaria. éfheGouwthern Kingdom’s
two tribes reorganized as Judah
with Jerusalem as its capital.

A PROPER PAYCHECK FOR A
PUBLIC SERVANT IS ONE THING:;
OUTRAGEOUS TAXATION IS
QUITE ANOTHER.

Civil servants are God’s ministers
and should be paid. What posture
do good rulers take as they serve?

III.EXEMPLARY PUBLIC
SERVANTS

A. KING DAVID: A MAN AFTER
GOD’S OWN HEART AND A
PLEASING PUBLIC SERVANT

King Rehoboam’s father was King
Solomon. King Solomon’s father
was King David. King David levied
taxes upon the subjects of the
United Kingdom of Israel because
taxation is the method of funding
the civil services of government.
While David taxed the people, the
R.O.I. (Return on Investment) in
the peoples’ eyes was a good one.
He taxed the people in Israel’s
monarchy yet his popularity polling
numbers were through the roof.

2 Samuel 3:36

All the people took note [of
David] and were p leased;
indeed, everything the king did
pleased them

I’'VE NEVER MET ANYONE IN
0 Ufovk Wﬁﬁ APRIL 15™, WHO

EAGERLY AWAITS PAYING THEIR
TAXES OR ADORES THE IRS.
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Albany, New York Senate Chambe

“The Gauthiers ministered
in 32 US Capitols in 2017
(if you include Nebraska)
driving 25,000 miles in five
months and working over
2,000 hour s.

Capitol Fact: Did you know
that the New York State

government has long been
dubbed with the nickname
“Thr ene | Me a Kk




Calvin Coolidge

“Collecting more taxes than is
absolutely necessary is legalizec
robbery”

— Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933); The 30t
U.S. President (nicknames: Silent Cal
and Cool Cal Coolidge), Governor of
Massachusetts, Virginia-born lawyer.

* Also, the quotable Coolidge: “Thee is
no dignity quite so impressive...as living
within your means.’

Mighty Monarchs or Public Servants?

However, reasonable taxation is
understood by mature people who
are being fairly governed. A civil
leader can serve and please the
public especially if they are mindful
of only taxing at appropriate levels.

B. SAMUEL: ISRAEL’S LAST
JUDGE (& FIRST PROPHET)

King Rehoboam (who split the
kingdom) was preceded by King
Solomon who was preceded by King
David who was preceded by King
Saul. King Saul was Israel’s first
king. Previous to Saul and his newly
established monarchy, a series of 15
judges like Samson, the famed 13t
Judge, had governed Israel starting
about 1350 BC for about 350 years.

Israel’s judgeship form of national
governance ended in roughly 1000
BC when a faithful public servant—
a ruling judge—Samuel—learned
that Israel wanted a king to rule
over them to be like all the other
surrounding nations. He objected
to the people’s desire and explained
his own good civil leadership,
mentioning how he steered clear of
the usual pitfalls of government
leadership: duplicity, deceit, greed,
robbery, coercion, and extortion.

A 1 Samuel 12:1-5 (emphasis mine)
Samuel said to all Israel,

fi Beold, | have listened to your
voice in all that you said to me

and | have appointed a king

over you. ...3Here | am; bear
witness against me before the
LORD ...w hose ox have | taken ,
or whose donkey have | taken
orwhom have | defrauded ?
Whom have | oppressed , or
from whose hand have | taken
a bribe to blind my eyes with

it? | will restore it to
you4Tchey sai d,
defrauded us or oppressed us

or taken anything from any
man 6 s h aHe daid éo them,
AThe L GRiDess .... 0

The essence of serving is giving.
Servants taking from those they
claim to serve are embezzling not

serving at all. Public servants like
Samuel and David will please the
people by taking the posture of a
servant, not taking, taking, taking,
taking, and taking from the public.

IV. THE DANGERS OF
MIGHTY MONARCHS

Some rulers, like King James I of
England, think they are “simply
divine.” Last week, one senator
commented that the rulers of Egypt
and Rome thought themselves to be
actual gods. People accuse medical
doctors of having god complexes,
but I know some medical doctors
who may feel political leaders have
a corner on the market of egomania.
You have heard Lord Acton said,
“Power corrupts. Absolute power
corrupts absolutely.” However,
power is God’s idea and a very good
idea at that. Perhaps a better
revision of that saying is as follows:

FALLEN PEOPLE CORRUPT
POWER, AND SOME FALLEN
PEOPLE CORRUPT POWER
ABSOLUTELY, ESPECIALLY
WHEN ENTRUSTED WITH
VERY HIGH LEVELS OF IT.

A When Samuel complained to the
Lord that Israel wanted a human
king to rule over them, God allowed
it. He told Samuel to warn them
that monarchs can get (as my
grandmother used to say) “mighty
high-minded.” Pride is essentially
self-centeredness. Prideful people
take, take, take. Note God’s warning
to Israel in their lust for an earthly
king likely to abuse his power.

1 Samuel 8:11-18
AThis will be t
the king who will reign over

he

i Y o wOoUy Begwil take yqur sons and

place them for himself in his
chariots... 2and some to do his
plowing and to reap his

harvest and to make his

w eapons of war ¢ and
equipment ...13H e will also take
your daughters for perfumers

and cooks and bakers

proce


http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/12-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/12-5.htm
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4iHe will
fields , vineyards , and olive
groves and give them to his
servants ...1sHe will take a tenth
of your seed and of your
vineyards ...7°He will also take
your male servants and female
servants and best young men

and donkey s...7He will take a
tenth of your flocks, and you
yourselves will become his
servants. 18Then you will cry

out in that day because of your
king whom you have chosen
foryourselves .. . . 0O

Little did they know what the
timeless God knew as He observed
their lives like a miniature ship in a
clear glass bottle. God knew these
kings would become tax mongers
and that greed and pride would
become occupational hazards for
many mighty monarchs in positions
of political power.

V. THE CHECKING AND
BALANCING OF PUBLIC
SERVANTS

Week 11 of our series will focus
entirely on the Biblical basis for a
government’s need for a separation
of powers. Unchecked power leads
to the abuse of power. A tragic
example of such an abuse of power
was seen in the life of Omar Bongo.

Bongo...ruled the African nation
of Gabon for 41 years. When he
died in 2009, The Daily Telegraph
of London reported that Bongo
“considered everything inside
[Gabon] to be his personal
property and elevated corruption
to a method of government.”
Taking for himself a large share of
Gabon’s oil wealth, he “owned 33
properties in Paris and Nice” and
an additional £86 million [$138
million] were in accounts in New
York and “these discoveries were
probably only the tip of the
iceberg. Bongo’s fortunes certainly
ran into the hundreds of millions

b Mark 2:27—“...“The Sabbath was made on account of the
man, and not the man on account of the Sabbath.”

c I greatly respect our men and women in uniform. War is
necessary in a fallen world but expensive. In 2012, 38% of
the federal U.S. budget was allocated for our military. The

take the

boé dltars and may leve reached
the Dbillions.”d  Unfortunately,
among countries where govern-
ments have no effective separation
of powers, stories like this could be

repeated many times. ¢

A Thankfully, the U.S. Constitution
has built-in checks to balance
public servants lest they wobble in
their walk and their egos go bonkers
like Omar Bongo’s. Benjamin
Franklin, in his 1789 Letter to M.
Leroy, said that it appeared that the
Constitution may last and stand the
test of time, but in this world:

NOTHING IS CERTAIN BUT
DEATH AND TAXES.

Death is certain. Taxes are certain.
Human flaws are certain. Sinful
decisions by civil leaders certainly
will occur. In this fallen world,
without Heaven’s helps and God’s
guidance, human government can
be worse than a TV drama and is
truly a House of Cards.

VI. APPLICATIONS BY FAITH

Just as certain is God’s faithfulness
and clear revelation of His will in
Scripture. In this series, we study as
we pray, “Good God: Give Us Good
Government!” It is certain that
Nebraska Senators can shun the
posture of pride and seek to serve
the people of our great state. Taxes
are certain and certainly an issue in
the 2018 Legislature, but so are the
principles of checks and balances
and sane solutions that reject the
potholes of pride and over-taxation.

Dear Honorable Senator: May you
strive to serve God and serve the
public in office, avoiding the pitfalls
of pride and power.

war-wise President Eisenhower (General Ike) warned
against the dangers of the Military-Industrial Complex.

d The Daily Telegraph (June 29, 2009), page 29.

e Dr. Wayne Grudem, Politics According to the Bible,
Zondervan Publishers ©2010, Grand Rapids, MI; p. 87.

“EI Hadj Omar

became President of Ban at
age 31 and was in office for 42
years and 175 days until his
death in 2009.

— One of the last of the African “Big
Man” rulers, Gabon was a diminutive,
charismatic, Francophile convert to
Islam. He spoke flawless French.
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LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLE

Even evil mens’ work nets results.

Adolf Hitler

“Af ter fifteen
have achieved, as a common
German soldier and merely with
my fanatical will power, the
unity of the German natiori

* Adolf Hitler, December 21, 1941
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